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The whole Story of that Demon, on 
which is founded, The new Comedy 
of the Drummer : Or, 1 ve [Tagntcd 


Houſe. 

With a particular Acconnt of ſeveral Gen: 
tlemen of Faſhion who went to ſee, and 
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THE 


DRUMMER 
Tedworth, &c. 


Lad O ME people have been ſur- 
priz'd, that the Author of the 

| Drummer, &c. ſhould lay the 
IS scene of a Comedy in a 
RY 5 Haunted Houſe ; but theſe 
8 2 good Folks, as nice Criticks 
as they are, forget that Sir Richard Steel's 
beſt Comedy is a Funeral, and the merrieſt 
Scenes in it at an Undertaker's. Now cer- 
tainly a Spirit is as comical a Character as 
a Corpſe, and therefore to do Honour to 
the Author of the 8 ey, I ſhall give 
2 an 


(4) 
an Account of the Pranks which were 
play'd at Teaworth by Mr. Glanville's 
Demon, from whom our comick Poet took 
Ins Hint. The Demon was the more pro- 
per for the Stage, becanſe, as will be found 
by the Story, the Pranks he play'd were 
not ſo miſchievous as they were merry, and 
ſuch as we commonly call Chri/tmas Gam- 
bols. The Story is this, About the Middle 
of March 1661, John Mompeſſon, Eſq; of 
Teaworth, near Ladeerſhil in Wiltſhire, be- | 
mg at that Town, and hearing a Drum 
beat, to the great Diſturbance of ſo peace- 
able a Corporation, inquir'd of his Land- 
lord, the Bailiff, and chief Magiſtrate, 
Tm/24t it meant ? The Bailiff told him, the 
had for ſome Days paſt been troubled wit 
an idle Drummer, who would not let Peo- 
ple be quiet, unleſs they gave him Money. 
Lie pretended he had a Paſs, and might 
beat his Drum, and beg by Anthority of 
It ; but the chief Magiſtrate imagin'd the 
Paſs to be connterfeit, and that his Drum 
might be ſilenc'd as a A'uſance, Mr. Mam. 
peyon was of the ſame Opinion, and ſent 
for the Drummer, of whom he demanded, 
By what Authority he went up and down 
the Country in that Manner with hs Drum, 
The Drummer, without any more ado, 
pluckt out his Paſs, ſian'd by two Jaſtices 
of the Peace, Sir William Cawley, and Coll. 
Avyliff of Gretenbam. But unlucky for both 
Mr. Mompeſſon and the Drummer; the for- 
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mer happen'd to know . the two Juſtices 
Hands, and diſcover'd the Paſs to be coun- 
terfeit ; upon which he commanded the 
Drummer to leave of Drumming, which the 
Fellow boggling at, he charg'd a Conſta- 
ble with him, to earry him before the next 
Juſtice of the Peace, and ſee him puniſh'd 
as a Cheat; which the Drummer then con- 
feſt, and only begg'd to have his Drum re- 
ſtor d, for the Conſtable had ſeiz d it, find- 
ing him refractory. The Fellow ſaid, he 
belong'd to Colonel Ayliſt, an Officer of 


| the Militia; and Mr. Mompeſſon told him, 


he would enquire of the Colonel about him 
and if he found he ſpoke Truth, he ſhould 
have his Dr«m again. In the mean Time it 
was left in the Cuſtody of the Bailiff, and 
the Drummer in the Hands of the Conſta- 
ble, who was eaſily perſwaded by the Fel- 
low, when Mr. Mompeſſon was gone, to 
let him go. S 
About a Month afterward, the Bailiff 
ſent the Drum to Mr. Mompeſſon's Houſe, 
a few Days before he ſet out for London 
when he return'd, his Wife told him, they 
had been frighted with Thieves, and that 
the Houſe had like to have been broken open. 
But theſe Thieves were the Effects of the 
fatal Drum, which contain'd as many Spi- 
rits, as there were Greeks in the Trojan 
Horſc. What Noiſes the Women and Chil- 
dren had heard before Mr. Mompeſſon re- 
A 3 turn'd 


— — — I”. 4 
2 — <A> — x 
5 


— —- - > . r = = 
- z: cc — 


(6) 
turn'd' from London, were look'd upon a3 
fooliſh Fancies only ; but when he himſelf, 
the Maſter of the Houſe, heard the ſame, 
a violent Knocking at his Door, which, by 
the way, is not the Manner of Thieves, 
he took the Alarm, and ſearcht the Houſe 
with a Brace of Piſtols in his Hand : for 
Mr.. Mompeſſon was a manly Perſon, as Mr. 
Glanville aſſures us, and very diſcreet and 
ſagacious, which of it ſelf is ſufficient to 
ſtop the Mouths of all Gain-ſayers. I ſhall 
not pretend to be very ſolemn in the Re- 
lation of this wonderful Adventure of the 
Drum, becauſe the Facts are not of a Na- 
ture to fright People out of their Wits at 
the Hearing of them ; the worſt of them 
not coming near to the Miſchief, which 
fome Wenches do their Fellow-ſervants of 
the other Sex out of Wantonneſs, nothing 
like Strewing the Bed with Bits of Horſe- 
Hair, or Seaſoning the Porrage with Can- 
tharides, Mr. Mompeſſon, arm'd as he was 
with his two Piſtols, open'd the Door 
where the Knocking was; immediately he 
heard the Noiſe at another Door. He then 


open'd that Door, but could. diſcoyer no- 


thing, only he heard the Noiſe ſtill, and a 
hollow Sound, which indeed is very pecu- 
liar to that of a. Drum, beaten- by one in 
the Inſide of it. This Noiſe was preſently 
tarn'd into a Thumping and Drumming on 
the Top of the Honſe, which A 
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and Thamping went off by Degrees into the 
Air. | 


It uſually laſted five Nights, and inter- 
mitted three, and was moſt frequent on the 
Outſide of the Houſe, which being of Wood, 
the cunning Devil knew 'twould have'a 

ood Effet on thoſe within it. The moſt 
piteful Part of it was, this Noiſe always 
came in the firſt Nap, as ſoon almoſt as they 
had ſhut their Eyes, and it kept the ſame 
Hours as the People of the Houſe did. In 
a Months time it came from the Top of the 
Houſe, into the Room where the Drum 
was, and the Knocking and Thumping were 
heard there four or five Nights in ſeven, 
about half an Hour after the People were 
gone to Bed, 


The Spirit gave Notice of its Coming and 
Going, | 


The Sign of its Canning was a Hurling in 
the Air over the Houſe, for this Demon did 
not aſcend as the Demons of the Stage, 
but it ſeems deſcended like the Genii of the 
Caballifts, 


The Sign of its Going, was the Beating of 
d. _ like that of the Breaking up of a 
uard. | 


It 


1 

It continu'd thus two Months in the Room 
where the Drum it ſelf was, and Mr. Mom- 
peſſon himſelf lay there to obſerve it. The 


Noiſe generally laſted two Hours, and then 
ceaſt. 


Mrs. Mompeſſon being in Labour, there 
was little Noiſe heard, and the Hiſtorian 
takes Notice, that 'till her Month was 
almoſt out, and ſhe had recover'd Strength, 
all Things were pretty quiet; which ſhew'd, 
that whether they were Demons or Witches, 
they were of the more mannerly Sort. But 
he adds, that as ſoon as ſhe was up and well, 
they paid it off again. 


And vext the youngeſt Children, by beat- 
ing their Bed-fteads, by making them quiver, 
and the like. The Hiſtorian is ſo particu- 
lar in that Part of the Noiſe, which re- 
ferr'd to the Drum, as to acquaint us what 
Beats the Drummer gave them; as the Tat- 
too, and ſeveral Points of War, not forget- 
ing Round-heads and Cuckolds, which is ex 
treamly plealant, and particular, | 


There was, in the next Place, a ſcratching 
under the Childrens Beds, as if with iron 
Claws. 


The Children were follow'd from Room 
to Room, and 'lifted up in their Beds. 


The 
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(9) 
The Demon, for a while, haunted none 
but them. : 


They were put to Bed in the Cock-loft by 
Day-light, but their Tronbles ſtill follow'd 
them, and they were remoy'd to their own 
Rooms again, 


On the 5th of November 1661, it made 
4 mighty Noiſe, and a Servant obſerving 
two Boards in the Childrens Room ſeem- 
ing to move, he bid the Devil give him one 
of them, upon which the Board came, no- 
thing moving it that he ſaw, within a Yard 
of him; the Man added, nay, let me have 


it in my Hand, and it was immediately 


fſhov'd Home to him, and ſo up and down, 
to and fro, at leaſt twenty Times together, 
'tift Mr. Mompeſſon gravely forbad his Ser- 
vants to be fo familiar with the Demon, 
This was done in the Day-time, and feen 
by a whole Room full of People. When it 
went away, it left a ſulphurous Smell be- 
hind it, which is a ſtrongArgument for the 
Locality of Hell, and the literal Interpre- 
tation of Fire and Brimſtone, ſo much con- 
troverted by adrolling Scepticks. At Night, 
Mr. Cragg, the Miniſter of the Pariſh, and 
ſeveral of the Neighbours came to viſit Mr. 
Aompeſſon; the Miniſter kneeling by the 
Childrens Bed-fide, went to Prayers, du- 
ring which Time, the Demon withdrew to 
the Cock-loft, but return'd as ſoon as Prayers 

| Were 
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were over, and then in Sight of the Com- 
pany, the Chairs walk about the Room of 
themſelves, the Childrens Shoes and Pumps 
were hurl'd over their Heads, and every 
looſe Thing mov'd about the Chamber, At 
the ſame time, a Bed-ſtaff was thrown at the 
Miniſter, which hit him on the Leg, but 
ſo favourably, that a Lock of Woolt could 
not fall more ſoftly, 


Mr. Mompeſſon, after this, remov'd his 
youngeſt Children to a Neighbour's Houſe, 
where they lay quiet and ſnug ; but the 
eldeft Daughter being taken into his own 
Chamber, as ſoon as (ſhe was a Bed, the 
Drumming began, and it was in this, at 
leaſt, very comical, that it exattly anſwer d 
any Thing that was beaten or calld for; and 


we muſt anderſtand, that, by this Time the 


People of the Houſe, nay, the very Chil- 
dren had been fo us'd to the Company of the 
Demon, that he was become as familiar to 
them, as if he had been one of the Family. 
The Neighbours Houſe where the Children 
lodg'd, happening to be full of Strangers, 


they were taken Home, and no Diſturbance _ 


having been known in the Parlour, a Bed 
was ſet up there for them; the Demon ſoon 
found them out, but contented himſelf with 
paring them by the Hair and Night- 
CLOaths, | 
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When the Noiſe yas loudeſt, and came 
with the moſt ſudden Violence, no Dog a- 
bout the Houſe would ſtir, though the 
Knocking was ſo rude, that it has been heard 
at a conſiderable Diſtance in the Fields, and 
awaken'd the Neighbours in the Village, 
though none of them liv'd very near Mr. 
Mompeſſon. 

The Servants were ſometimes liſted up in 
their Beds, and then gently let down again; 
ſometimes it would lie like a Log upon their 
Feet. 


About the latter End of December 1661, 
the Drumming was leſs frequent; but when 
that Noiſe ceaſt, another more grateful one 
was heard, like the gingling of Money. 
This was thought to be occaſion'd by ſome- 
thing old Mrs. Mompeſſon, Grandmother 
of the Children, ſaid to a Neighbour of 
theirs, who the Day before talkt to her of 
Fairies leaving Money Wy, ſays the old 
Gentlewoman, 7 ſhould like it well, if it 
would leave us ſome, to make Amends for our 


Trouble. The Night after, there was great 


Clinking of Money all over the Houſe, but 
A do not find there was a Farthing left for 
em. 


By this, and what follows, one may ſee, 
that Mr. — has not err d ſo mach as 
| ome 


(182) 


ſome People imagine, in making the Devil 
of har the Subject of his Comedy. 


On Chriſt mas- Day, one of the little Boys 
ariſing out of Bed, was hit on a ſore Place 
on the Heel, with the Latch of the Door. 


The Night after, the Demon threw the 
old Gentlewoman's Petticoats about the 


Room, and hid her Bible in the Aſhes. 


Twas very ſpiteſul to John, a Man-ſer- 
vant of Mr. Mompeſſon's, a ſober ſtout Fel- 
low ; for ſeveral Nights together, it endea- 
vour d to pluck the Cloaths off his Bed, in- 
ſomuch that he was fain to tug hard to keep 
them on. It threw his Shoes at his Head, 
but did not hurt him ; he now and then 
found himſelf held down, as forcibly, as if 
he were bound Hand and Foot, but when 
he could come at his Sword, he no ſooner 
rew it, and offer'd to ſtrike with it, than 
the Devil quitted his Hold. | 


Some time after this, one Mr. Bennet, 
whoſe Workman the Drummer had been, 
came to viſit Mr. Mompeſſon, and ſaid ſome 
Things to him, which, it —_ his inviſible 
Servant did not take well; for at Night, 
as ſoon as they were all a- Bed, the Drum 
was beaten up very violently and loudly. 
Mr. Bennet roſe, and call'd his Man, whe 
lay with John; as ſoon as Mr. Bennet's Man 
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(13) 
was gone, John heard a ruſling Noiſe in 
his Chamber, and ſomething came to his 
Bed-ſide, as if it was one in Silk; John pre- 
ſently reach'd after his Sword, which he 
found held from him, and 'twas with diffi- 
culty and much tugging that he got it into 
his Power from this ſilken Demon, who was 


Jobſerv'd, as I have hinted, to be more a- 


fraid of John's Sword, than John was of him. p 


About the Beginning of January 1662, 
they were wont to hear a Singing in the 
Chimney before it came down. 


A Light was one Night ſeen in the Houſe, - 
it ſeem'd Blue and Glimmering, and caus' 
oreat Stiffneſs in the Eyes of thoſe that 
law it. 


After the Light, ſomething was heard 
coming up Stairs, like a Man without Shoes, 


The Light was ſeen four or five Times in 
the Childrens Room, and the Maids al- 
firm'd, that the Doors were open'd and ſhut 
atleaſt ten Times in their Sight, and when 
they were open'd, they heard a Noiſe, as 
if half a Dozen had enter'd together, after 
which ſome were heard to walk about the 
Room, and among them the filken Demor 
for the r4//ing above-mention'd, was again 
heard. Mr. Mompeſſon himſelf heard the 
like once, and no more. | 
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"Daring the Time of the Knocking, when 

many were preſent, a Gentleman of ths 

Company cry'd out, Satan, if the Drum- 

mer ſet thee to Work, give three Knocks 

and no more; Which it did very diſtinAly, 
and ſtop'd. 


Then the Gentleman knockt to ſee if it 
would anſwer him, but it did not: To be 
-confirm'd in what he cry'd, If it s the 
Drummer, give five Knocks and no more this 
Night, which it did, and left the Houſe 
quiet all the Night after. This was done 

-in the Preſence of Sir Thomas Chamberlain 

. of Oxfordfhire. 


On the roth of January, a Drum was 
heard to beat at Mr. Mompeſſon's Chamber 
Door, from whence it went to the other 
'End of the Houſe, where ſome Gentlemen 
'Strangers lay, and play'd four or five Beats 
at their Door, as Drummers are wont to 
do at Weddings, or to welcome Strangers 


The next Night, a Smith of the Village 
Ans with John, the Demon, to humour 
r mith, chang'd the Noiſe of Knocking 
into that of Shoeing of Horſe, and it was 
ſo very frolickſome with him, that it ſeem'd 
to ſnip at the Smith's Noſe with a Pair of 
:Pincers moſt Part of the Night. 


One 


(15) 

One Morning Mr. Mompeſſon riſing ear* 
ly to go a Journey, heard a great Noiſe- 
below, where the Children lay, and run- 
ning down with a Piſtol in his Hand, he 
heard a Voice, A Witch, a Witch, which 
had been heard once before; upon his En- 
trance all was quiet. . 


One Night it friskt from one Side of hs 
eldeſt Daughter's Bed to the other; and 
ſometimes it was under the Bed, whence it 
would lift her up and down. They heard 
three Kinds of Noiſes in the Bed, and thruſt 
at it with a Sword, but it ſtill ſhifted, and 
carefully avoided the Thruſt, ſtill getting 
under the Child, when they offer'd at it. 


The Night after it came panting like a 
Dog out of Breath, upon which one took a 

ſtaff to knock, but the Bed-ſtaff was 
caught out of her Hand, and thrown away, 
and Company coming up, the Room was 
preſently fill'd with a bloomy noiſome Smell, 
and was very Hot, though without Fire, in 
a very ſharp and ſevere Winter, , 


It continu'd in the Bed panting and 
ſcratching an Hour and half, and then went 
into the next Chamber, where it knockt a 
little, and ſeem'd to rattle a Chain, which 
was the moſt Devil-like Prank it had yet 
play'd. Thus it did for two or three Nights 
together. | 


B 2 After 
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After this, the old Gentlewoman's Bible 
was found in the Aſhes, the Paper-fides 
downwards. Mr. Mompeſſon took it up, 
and obſerv'd, it lay open at the third Chap- 
ter of St. Mark, where there is mention 
of the unclean Spirits falling down before 
our Saviour, and of his giving Power to 
the Twelve to caſt out Devils, &c. 


The next Night they ſtrew'd Aſhes over 
the Chamber, to ſee what Impreſſions it 
would leave ; in the Morning they found in 
one Place, the Reſemblance of a great Claw ; 
in another, that of a leſs; ſome Letters in 
another, which they could make nothing of, 
befides many Circles and Scratches, 


So many Wonders-drew a vaſt Concourſe 
of People to Mr. M»mpeſſor's, to be Wit- 
neſſes of as many of them as they could. 
This Devil did ſo little Harm, that no 
Body that went thither had any Terror 
upon them. Among the reſt, came Mr. 

oſeph Glanville, Miniſter of Bath, Chaplain 
in Ordinary to His Majeſty, Fellow of the 
| Royal Society; and I cannot help adding, 
| for my own Glory, great Unkle to the 
| Writer of this Hiſtory, for the preſent Pur- 
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What the Reverend Mr. Glanville 
writes of it from his own Knows 


ledge. 


6 A Bout this time I went tothe Houſe, . 
. January 1662, on Purpoſe to enquire 

the Truth of thoſe Paſſages, of which 
* there was ſo loud a Report. It had ceaſt 
from its Drumming, and ruder Noiſes be- 
© fore I came thither, but moſt of the more 
© remarkable Circumſtances before related, 
© were confirm'd to me there, by ſeveral. 
© of the Neighbours together, who had been 
* preſeat at them. At this Time it us d to 
© haunt the Children, and that as-ſoowr as 
© they were laid. They went to Bed that 
Night I was there, about eight a Glock, 
* when a Maid- ſervant coming from their 
* Room, told us it was come. The Neigh- 
* bours that were there, and two Mini- 
* ſters who had ſeen and heard divers times, 
* went away, but Mr. Mzmpeſſon- and I, 
* and a Gentleman that came with me went 
* up. I heard a ſtrange Scratching as 1 
* went up Stairs, and when we came into 
* the Room, I perceiv'd it was juſt «behind 
* the Bolſter of the Childrens Bed, and 

; B 3 fſeem d. 


Hand behind the Bolſter 


z (28) 
„ ſeem'd to be againſt the Tick. It was as 
c loud a Scratching, as one with long Nails 
Could make upon a Bolſter. There were 
two little modeſt Girls in the Bed,. be- 
tween ſeven and eight Years old, as I gueſt, 
* I ſaw their Hands out of the Cloaths, and 
* they could not contribute to the Noiſe 
© that was behind their Heads; they had 
been us'd to it, and had ſtill ſome Body 
© or other in the Chamber with them, and 
© therefore ſeem d not to be much afrighted, 
© 1 ſtanding at the Beds-head, thruſt my 
directing it to 
* the Place whence the Noiſe ſeem'd to 
come, whereupon the Noiſe ceaſt there, 
* and was heard in another Part of the Bed; 
© but when-1.had taken out my Hand it re- 
* turn'd, and was heard in the ſame Place 


Las before. I had been told, that it would 


* imitate Noiſes, and made Trial by ſcratch: 
© ing ſeveral Times upon the Sheet, as five, 
© and ſeven, and ten, which it follow'd, and 
*- ſtill ſtopt at my Number. I ſearcht under 
© and behind the Bed, turn'd up the Cloaths 
to the Bed-cords, fonnded the Wall be- 
5- hind, and made all the Search that poſſi- 
* bly I could, to find if there were any 
Trick, Contrivance, or common Caule 
* of it; and the like did my Friend, but 
could. diſcover Nothing. So that I was 
Athen verily perſwaded, and am fo ſtill, 
- that the Noiſe was made by ſome Demo 
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© or Sirit. After it had ſcratcht about half 
an Hour or more, it went into the Midſt 
© of the Bed under the Children, and there 
© ſcem'd to pant like a Dog out of Breath 
© very loudly. I put wy upon the 
© Place, and felt the Bed bearing up againſt 
© it, as if ſomething within had thruſt it 
© up. | gre the Feathers, to feel if any 
living Thing were in it. 1 lookt under 
© and every where about, to ſee if there 
* were any Dog or Cat, or any ſuch Crea- 
ture in the Room, and ſo we all did, but 
* found nothing. The Motion it caus d by 
© the Panting was ſo ſtrong, that it ſhook 
* the Room and Windows very ſenſibly. 
* It continu'd thus more than half an Hour, 
* while my Friend and Fſtay'd in the Room, 
and as long after, as we were told. During 
© the panting, I chanc'd to ſee as it had been 
* ſomething (which | thought was a Rat or 
* Mouſe) 2 in a Linnen-bag, that 
hung up againſt another Bed that was in 
© the Room, I ſtept and caught it by the 
* upper End with one Hand, with which I 
© held it, and dre it through the other, 
© but found nothing at all in it. There was 
© no Body near to ſhake the Bag, or if there 
had, no one could have made ſuch a Mo- 
© tion, Which ſeem'd to be from within, as 
if a living Creature bad moy'd in it. This 
* Paſſage I mention'd not in the former E- 
S ditions, becauſe it depended upon my 
ſingle, 
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.valere poſſunt. My Friend and 


| (20) 
ſingle Teſtimony, and might be ſubject 
to more Evaſions than the other l related ; 
but having told it to divers leart'd and 
inquiſitive Men, who thonght it not alto- 
gether inconſiderable, I have now added 
it here. It will, I know, be ſaid by fome, 
that my Friend and I were under ſome a- 


fright, and ſo fancy'd Noiſes: and Sights 


that were not. This is the eternal Eva- 
ſion. But if it be poſſible to know how 
a Man is affected, when in Fear, and when 
unconcern'd, I certainly know for my 


own Part, that: during the whole Time 


of my being in the Room, and in the 
Houſe, I was under no more Afrightment, 


than I am while I write this Relation. 


And if I know that I am now awake, and 
that I ſee the Objects that are before me, 
I know that I heard and ſaw the Parti- 
cutars I have told. There is, I am ſenſi- 
ble, no great Matter for Story in them, 
but there is ſo much as convinceth me, 
that there was ſomewhat extraordinary, 
and what we ufvally call preternatural in 
the Buſineſs. There were other Paſſages 
at my being at Tedworth, which I pub- 
liſh'd not, becauſe they are not ſach plain 
and unexceptionable Proofs. I hall now 
briefly mention them, Valeant quantum 

[ lay in 


the Chamber, where the firſt and chief 
Diſturbance had been, We ſlept well all 
| Night, 
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Night, but early before Day in the Morn- 
ing, I was awaken'd, (and I awaken'd 
© my Bed-fellow) by a great Knocking juſt 
© without onr Chamber-door. I askt who 
© was there ſeveral Times, but the Knock- 
© ing ſtill continu'd without Anſwer, At 
© laſt J ſaid, In the Name of God who is it, 
© and what would you hade? To which a 
© Voice anſwer'd, Nothing with you, We 
© thinking it had been ſome Servant of the 
* Houſe, went to Sleep again. But ſpeak- 
© ing of it to Mr, Mompeſſon when we came 
© down, he aſſur'd us, that no one of the 
* Houſe lay that way, or had Buſineſs there- 
© about, and that his Servants were not up 
© *till he call'd them, which was after it was 
© Day. Which they confirm'd, and pro- 
© teſted that the Noiſe was not made by 
them. Mr. Mompeſſon had told us before, 
© that it would be gone in the Middle of 
© the Night, and come again divers Times 
* early in the Morning, about four a Clock, 
and this, I ſuppofe, was about that time. 


© Another Paſſage was this, my Man com- 
ing up to me in the Morning, told me, 
© that one of my Horſes, (that on which I 

* rode) was all in a ſweat, and lookt as if 
* he had been rid all Night. My Friend 
and I went down and found him ſo. I 
* enquir'd how he had been us'd, and was 
* 3Nur'd, that he had been well fed, and 
) * order'd 
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© order'd as he us d to be, and my Servant 
* was one that was wont to be very careſul 
© about my Horſes. The Horſe 1 had a 
© good Time, and never knew but that he 

was very ſound. But after I had rid 
© him a Mile er two, very gently over a 
7 * Down from Mr. Mompeſſon's Houſe, 
© he fell Lame, and having made a hard 
© Shift to bring me Home, dy'd in two or 
© three Days, no one being able to imagine 
* what he ailed. This, 1 confeſs, might be 
Accident, or ſome unuſual Diſtemper, but 
© all Things being put together, it ſeems 
| WF. probable, that it was ſomewhat 
a. c E. : 


Here is Mr. Glamville's Evidence, and it 
is left to the credulous or incredulous 
Reader, to judge of it as he thinks fit. 
However, in all this Part of the Story, as 
well as it is atteſted, there is nothing that 
has a Look of Tragedy, but the Death of his 
Horſe, and whether a dead Horſe be a Sub- 
ject for Tragedy or Comedy, I leave to the 
Determination of the Judicious. 


We have theſe further Particulars. 


There came one Morning a Light into the 
Childrens Chamber, and a Voice crying, 
A Witch, a Witch, for at leaſt an Hundred 
times together. 


Mr, 
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Mr. Mompeſfon, at another Time, being 
in the Day, ſeeing ſome Wood move, that 
was in the Chimney of a Room where he 
was, as of it ſelf, diſcharg'd a Piſtol into 
it, after which they found ſeverat Drops 
of Blood on the Hearth, and in divers 
Places of the Stairs: This Incident has no- 
thing comical in it. 

4 


| 

For two or three Nights after the Diſ- 
charge of the Piſtol, there was a Calm in 
the Houſe, but then it came again, apply- 
ing it ſelf to a little Child newly taken 
from Nurſe, which it ſo perſecuted, that it 
would not let the poor Infant reſt for two 
Nights together, nor ſuffer a Candle in 
the Room, but carry'd it away lighted 
up the Chimney, or threw it under the 
Bed; it fo ſcar'd this Child by leaping up- 
on it, that for ſome Hours it could not be 
recover'd out of the Fright, and they were 
forc'd to remoye the Children out of the 
Houſe again. 


The next Night after, ſomething about 
Mid-night came up the Stairs, and knockt 
at? Mr, Mompeſſon's Doer, but he lying 
ſtill, it went up another Pair of Stairs, to 
his Man's Chamber, to whom it appear'd 
ſtanding at his Bed foot, the exact Shape 
and Proportion he could not diſcover; but 
he ſaid, 2 
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He ſaw a great Body with two red and 
glaring Eyes, which for ſometime were f 
feeadily upon him, and then vaniſb d. 


This has nothing merry in it, and is quite 
out of the Character of Comedy, accord- 
ing to the Rules of Ariſtotle, Horace, Sca- 
liger, Dacier, &c. But the Poet might ſink 
that Incident, and the next would do ye 


ry well. 


Another Night ſtrangers being preſent, 
it purr'd-in the Childrens Bed like a Cat. 


It lifted up the Children in their Beds. 
It beat their Legs againſt the Bed · poſts. 
It ſprinkled them with Aſhes. 

It flung Chamber-pots into their Beds. 


They were put into another Bed, bat it 
ſignify d nothing; they were ſtill thus per- 
ſecuted, and forc'd to riſe, and fit up all 
Night. The other Incidents are more Tra- 
gical, as a long pike Iron put into Mr. Mom- 
gh Bed, and a naked Knife upright into 
his Mother's. 


| In 
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In April 1663, a Gentleman that lay in 
the Houſe, had all his Money turn'd Black 
in his Pocket. 


Mr. Mompeſſon coming one Morning in- 
to the Stable, found the Horſe he was wont 
to ride, on the Ground, having one of his 
hinder Legs in his Mouth, and fo faſten'd 
there, that it was difficult for ſeveral Men 
to get it out with a Leaver. 


The Houſe was beſet with ſeven or eight 
in the Shape of Men, who, as ſoon as a Gan 
was diſcharg'd, would thuffle away together 
into an Arbour, 


King Charles II. hearing of theſe Won- _ 
ders, ſent two Gentlemen to Tedworth, to 
ſee whether there was any Foundation for 
what he heard, but unluckily, for the Cre- 
dit of the Demon, no Noiſe, no Diſtur- 
bance happen 4 that Night; and upon this, 
th: Earl of Rochefter, and other Wits of 
the Age, endeavour'd to turn the whole 
Story into ridicule. Ic was pretended, Thas 
the H:uſe was rented, and 'twas a Device 
to heat down the Value; that it was a Trick 
to get Noncy fam thoſe that came to ſee the 
Prodigy, aud the like; but Mr. Mompeſſon's 
Friends had a ready Anſwer for theſe Ob- 
jections, That the * was his own, _ 
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he had a good Eſtate, and was above a Trick 
to get Money, and that, on the contrary, he 
loft by the E xpence, he was forc'd to-be at, 
in Entertaining thoſe that came out of Cu- 
rioſity to viſit him. 


I ſhall give this Story no further Evi- 
dence, except two Letters written by Mr. 
Mompeſſon himſelf, to two of his Friends 
upon this Subject. 
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Reverend Mr. Glanville. | 


Worthy Sir, 


* — s 2 — > * i 
— „ ——ůĩ— 


. 0 Eeting with Dr. Pierce acciden- 
| . tally at Sir Robert Buttons, he 
| '* acquainted me of ſomething that paſs'd 
q between my Lord of R and 


your ſelf about my Troubles, Cc. To 
-* which (having but little Leiſure) | do 
give 


©. | 


en- 

he 
$'d 
Ind 
To 
do 
ve 
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give you this Account; That I have 
© been very often of late ask'd the Que- 
« ftion, whether 1 have not confelſs'd to 
© His Majeſty, or any other, a Cheat 
diſcover'd about that Affair. To which 
© | gave, and ſhall to my Dying -day, 
give the ſame Anſwer, that | mult 
© belye my ſelf, and perjure my ſelf al- 
* {5, to acknowledge a Cheat in a Thing 
© where | am ſure there was nor could 
be any; as 1, the Miniſter of the Place, 
* and two other honeſt Gentlemen de- 
* pos'd at the Aſſizes, upon my im- 
© pleading the Drummer. It the World 
* will not believe it, it ſhall be indiffe- 
© rent to me, praying God to. keep me 
* from the ſame, or the like Affliction, 
And although, I am ſure, this moſt 
* damnable Lye does paſs for Current 
* amongſt one Sort of People in the 
World, invented only, I think, to ſup- 
* preſs the Belief of the Being either of 
God or Devil; yet I queſtion not, but 
the Thing obtains credit enough a- 
* mongſt thoſe, whom I principally de- 
* fire ſhould retain a more charitable O- 
* pinion of me, than to be any Way a 
© Deviſer of it, only to be talkt of in 
* the World, tro my own Diſadvantage 
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* and Reproach ; of which Sort I reckon 
* you one, and reſt in Haſte, ? 


Ne v. 8. 
1672. 


S IX, 


Your oblig'd Servant, 


Fo. Mompeſſon. 


2 


th 


SY 
Mr. James Collins; 


S I R, 


Receiy'd Yours, and had given you 


10 20 carlier Anſwer, had I not been 


prevented by ſome Journeys. I now. 
give you this; That as to any additi- 

* onal Part of the Story, I ſhall not trou- 

* ble you with at preſent, not knowing 
* what is either already publiſh'd or o- 

' mitted, in regard | have nat any of 
Mr. Glanville's Books by me. | never 

* had but one, which was the laſt Year 
* borrow'd of me, for the Uſe of the 

| C 37 Y * Lord G 


r 
Lord Hollis, and is not yet return'd, 
But as to the Buſineſs of the Aſſizes 
„(which is likely to work moſt on the 
* Incredulous, becauſe the Evidence was 
* given on Oath) I ſhall here 3 it 
to you, 


When the Drummer was eſcap'd 
from his Exile, which he was fſen- 
**tenc'd to at Glouceſter for a Felony, l 
**took him vp, and procur'd his Com- 
mitment to Salisbwy Goal, where ] in- 
*: dicted him as a Felon, for this ſuppos'd 
Witchcraft about my Houſe. When 
the Fellow ſaw me in earneſt, he ſent 
to me from the Priſon, that he was 
ſorry for my Affliction, and if I would 
*- procure him leave to come to my Houſe 
in the Nature of an Harveſt-man, he 
did not queſtion but he ſhould do me 
Good as to that Affair. To which [1 
* ſent Anſwer, 1 knew he could do me 
no Good in any honeſt Way, and there- 
fore rejected it. The Aſſizes came on, 
where I indicted him on the Statute 
* Primo Facobi, cap. 12. where you may 
find, that to feed, imploy, or reward 
Samy evil Spirit is Felony, And the In- 

| * dictment 
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dictment againſt him was, that he did 
* quendam malum Spiritum negotiare, the 
Grand- Jury found the Bilt upon the 
Evidence, but the Petty- Jury acquit- 
© ted him, but not without ſome Diffi- 
© culty. 


© The Evidence upon Oath were my 
© ſelf, one Mr. William Maton, one Mr. 
© Walter Dowſe, all yet living, and 1 
© think of as good Repute, as any this 
Country has in it, and one Mr. Jo. 
* Cragg, then Miniſter of the Place, but 
* ſince Dead. We all depos'd ſeveral 
© Things that we conceiv'd impoſſible to 
© be done by any natural Agents, as the 
© Motion of Chairs, Stools, and Bed- 
© ſtaves, no Body being near them, the 
© Beating of Drums in the Air over the 
* Houſe in clear Nights, and nothing 
* viſible; the ſhaking of the Floor and 
* ſtrongeſt Parts of the Houſe in ſtil] and 
calm Nights, with ſeveral other Things 
* of the like Nature : And that by other 
© Evidence it was apply'd to him. 


For 
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© For ſome going out of theſe Parts 
© to Glouceſter, whilſt he was there in 
© Priſon, and viſiting him, he askt them 
* what News in Wilts, To which they 
© reply'd, they knew none. No, ſays 
the Drummer, did you not hear of a 
© Gentleman's Houſe that was troubled 
with the Beating of Drums? They 
© told him again, if that were News, 
they heard enough of that. Ay, ſays 
© the Drummer, it was becauſe he took 
my Drum from me; if he had not ta- 
ken away my Drum, that Trouble had 
© never befallen him, and he ſhall never 
have his Quiet again, *till I have my 
Drum, or satisfaction from him. 


* 


© This was depos'd by one Th:mas 

* Avis, Servant to one Mr. Thomas Sad- | 
© ler of North-Wilts, and theſe Words 
© had like to have coſt the Drummer 
* his Life. For elſe, altho' the Things 
* were never ſo true, it could not have 
been rightly apply'd to him more 
than to another. I ſhould only add, 
that the before-mention'd Witneſſes 
were Neighbours, and depos'd, that 
. 
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they heard and ſaw theſe Things al- 
moſt every Day or Night for many 
Months together; As to the Scul- 
pture you intend, . you beſt underſtand 
the Advantage, I tbink it needleſs, 
And thoſe Words [you ſhall have 
Drumming enough?) is more than I 
heard him ſpeak. ® 


I rſt, 


Your Loving Friend, 
a: Jo. Mompeſſon! 


Mr. 


others of the moſt intelligent and ſubſtan- 
tial Inhabitants, who had been Eye and 


© » 


Mr. Mompeſſon hints here, how. he pro- 
ſecuted the Drummer of Tedworth, of which 
there is this more particular Account, 


The Drummer was try'd at the Aſſize; 
at Salisbury upon this Occaſion. He was 
committed firſt to Glouceſter-Goal for Steal- 


ing, and a Wilrfiire Man coming to fee 


him, he askt what News in III hire; th: 
Viſitant ſaid, he knew of none: Vo, faith 
the Drummer, Do not you hear of the 
Drumming at a Gentleman's Houſe at Ted- 
worth? That I do enough, ſaid the other: 
J, quoth the Drummer, I have plagu d him, 
(or to that purpoſe) and he hall never be 
quiet, till he hath made me Satisfaction for 
taking away my Drum. Upon Information 
of this, the Fellow was try'd for a Witch 
at Sarum, and all the main Circumſtances 
I have related, were Sworn at the Aſlizes, | 
by the Miniſter of the Pariſh, and divers 


Ear - witneſſes of them, Time after Time, for 
divers Years together, 


The Fellow was condemn'd to Tranſpor- 
tation, and accordingly ſent away; but! 
know not how (tis ſaid by raiſing Storms, 
and affrighting the Seamen) he made a Shift 


to come back again. And 'tis obſervable, 


that 
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that during all the Time of his Reſtraint 
ro-Wand Abſence, the Houſe was quiet; but as 
uch Moon as ever he came back at Liberty, the 
Diſturbance return'd. 


THE 
Marlborough Ghoſt, 


Atteſted by the Reverend 


Mr. Foſhua Sacheverell, 
Father of 


Henry Sacheverell, D. D. 
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About the ſame Time that the Drum- 
mer of -Tedworth made ſuch 4 
Noiſe, there happen d as ſtrange 
a Thing at Marlborough in the 
ſame County, not far from Ted- 
worth, which was the - Appari- 
tion of a Ghoſt at Nine 4 Clock 
in the Morning, the Relation of 
which was taken by William 
Baily, F/q; a Juſtice of Feace, 
in the Preſence of Chriſtopher _ 
Lypyatt, E/; Mayor of Marl- 
borough, Mr. Rolf Baily, 
Town Cel, and Mr. Joſhua 
Sacheverell, Rector of St. Pe- 
ters Marlborough, and Father 
of Henry Sacheverell, D. D. 
Homas Goddard of Marlborough in the 
County of Wilts, Weaver, faith, That 
00 Monday the Ninth of this laſtant, as he 


* was going to Ogborn, at a tile on the High- 
| D 2 * way 
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* way near Mr. Goddard's Ground, about 
: „Line in the Morning, he met the Ap- 

* parition of his father- in- Law, one Ed. 
© ward Avon of this Town, Glover, who 
s * dy'd i in May laſt, having on, to his Ap- 

* pearance, the ſame Clothes, Hat, Stock- 

© rigs, and Shoes, he did uſually wear 

* when he was living, ſtanding by, and 
« leaning over that Stile. Which when 
* he came near, the Apparition ſpake to 
* him with an audible Voice theſe Words, 
© Are jou afraid? To which he anſwer'd, 
| am thinking on one who is dead and 
bury'd, whom you are like, To which 
the Apparition reply'd with the like 
Voice, Fam he that you were thinking 
on, I am Edward Avon your Father-in- 
Law, come near to me, I will do you 
no Harm. To which Goddard anſwer'd, 
©} truſt in bim who hath bought my 
+ Soul with his precious Blood, you (hall 
* do me no Harm, Thenthe Apparition 
* ſaid, How ftand Caſes at Home? God- 
© dard askt, what Caſes? Then it askt 
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© him, how do William and Mary, mean- 


ing, as he conceiv'd, his Son William 
* Avon, a Shoe-maker here, and Mary his 
* Davghter, the ſaid Goddard's Wife. 
$ Then it did, What! 7. aylor is dead, 

© meaning, 
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© meaning, as he thought, one Taylor of 
© London, who marry'd his Daughter 
© Sarab, which Taylor dy'd about Micbael- 
* mas laſt, Then the Apparition held 
© out its Hand, and in it, as Goddard 
conceiv d, twenty or thirty Shillings in 
* Silver, and then ſpake with a loud Voice, 
© Take this Money and ſend it to Sarah; for 
& I ſhut up my Bowels of Compaſſion toward 
© ber in the Time of my Life, and now here 
* is ſomewhat for ber. And then ſaid, 
r 20 (meaning his the ſaid Goddard's 
Wife as he cooceiv'd) i troubled for me; 
© but tell ber, God hath ſhow'd Mercy to me 
© contrary to my Deſerts, But the ſaid God- 
ard anſwer d, In the Name of JESUS 
CHRIST ITrefuſe all ſuch Money. Then 
the Apparition ſaid, I perceive you are 
© afraid, I will meet you ſome other Time. 
© And immediately it went up the Lane 
© to his Appearance, ſo he went over the 
* ſame Stile, but ſaw it no more that. 
Day. * 


© He faith, The next Night about ſeven 

* of the Clock, it came and open'd the 
© Shop-Window, and ſtood in the like 
© Clothes, looked him in the Face, but 
* ſaid nothing to him. And the next 
D3 * Night: 


. 
Night after, as Goddard went forth in: 
to his Back-ſide with a Candle lighted 
in his Hand, it appear'd to him again 
in the ſame Shape, but he being in Fear, 


ran into his Houſe, and ſaw it no more 
then, 


R 


© But he ſaith, That on Thurſday the 
twelfth Inſtant, as he came from Chi. 
ton, riding down the Hill between the 
Mannor- houſe and Axford Farms Field, 
he ſaw ſomething like a Hare croſs his 
way, at which his Horſe being fright- 
ed, threw him in the Dirt, as ſoon a 
he could recover on his Feet, the ſame 
Apparition there met him again in the 
ſame Habit, -and there ſtanding about 
eight Foot directly before him in the 
Way, ſpake again to him with a loud 
Voice, Source (a Word he commonly 
us'd when living) you have ſtay'd long; 
and then ſaid to him, Thomas, bid Wil- 
liam Avon take the Sword that he bad if 
me, which :s now in his Houſe, and carr 
© it to the Wood as we go to Alton, to the 
upper End of the Wood by the Way. ſide; 
for with that Sword 1 did wrong above 
* thirty Years ago, and he never proſper'd 
* fance be had that Sword. And bid Wil. 

© liam 
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in. liam Avon give bis Siſter Sarah tw 
ted WM Shillings of the Money which be had of me. | 
gain And do you talk with Edward Lawrence, 
ear i © for 1 borrow'd twenty Sbillings of him ſe- 
ore © weral Tears ago, and did ſay I bad paid 

© bim, but I did not pay it him; and I would 

© deſire you to pay him twenty Shillings out of 
the © the Money which you bad from James 
Elliot at two Payments, Which Money, | 
the * the ſaid Goddard now faith, was five 
lo, © Pounds, which James Eliot a Baker here 
his © ow'd the ſaid Avon on Bond, and which 
ht - © he the ſaid Goddard had receiv'd from 
1 38 © the ſaid Elliot ſince Michaelmas, at two 
ame © Payments, viz. 355. at one Payment, 
the © and 31. 55. at another. And it fare 
out *© ther ſaid to him, Tell Margatet (mean- 
the © ing his own Wife as he conceiv'd) that 
ond / would deſire her to deliver up the little 
nh © which I gave to little Sarah Taylor, to 
g; * the Child, or to any one ſhe will truſt for 
Vi- © it. But if ſhe will not, ſpeak to Edward 
| off © Lawrence to perſwade her. But if ſhe will 
yl not then, tell her that J will ſee her very 
te © ſuddenly. And fee that this be done within 
de; © a twelve Month and a Day after my De- 
vel *© ceaſe, and Peace be with you. And ſo it 
ri © went away over the Rails into the 
i1- © Wood, there in the like Manner as 
am * any 
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© any Man would go over a Stile to his 
* Apprehenſion, and ſo he ſaw it no more 
© at that Time. And he faith, that he 
© paid the twenty Shillings to Edward 
© Lawrence of this Town, who being pre- 
© ſent now, doth remember he lent the 
© ſaid. 1 Shillings about twen- 
© ty Years ago, which none knew but 
© himſelf and his Wife, and Avon and his 
© Wife, and was never paid it again be- 
fore now by this Goadard. | 


And this ſaid Goddard farther faith, 
That this very Day by Mr. Mayor's 
* Order, he with his Brother-in-Law 
© Wiliam Avon went with the Sword, 
and about Nine a Clock in the Morn- 
ing, they laid down the Sword in the 
* Copſe near the Place the Apparition had 
© appointed Goddard to carry it to, and 
© then coming away thence, Goddard look- 
© ing back, ſaw the ſame Apparition a- 
gain in the like Habit as before. Where- 
upon he call'd to his Brother- in- Law, 
and ſaid, Here is the Apparition of our 
Fatber; who ſaid, I ſee Nothing, Then 
* Goddard fell on his Knees, and ſaid, Lord 
© open his Eyes that he may ſee it. But he 
*reply'd, Lord grant I may not ſee it, if 

it 
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it be thy bleſſed Wilt.” And then tlie Ap- 
parition to Goddard's Appearance, beck- 
en'd with his Hand to him to come to 
it. And then Goddard ſaid, In the Name 
* of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, what 
* would you have me do? Then the Appa- 
© rition ſaid to him, Thomas, Take up tbe 
Sword, and follow me, To which he ſaid, 
Should both of us come, or but one of us ? 
* To which it anſwer'd, Thomas, do you 
© take up the Sword, And ſo he took up 
the Sword, and follow'd the Appariti- 
on about ten Lugs (that is, Poles) far - 
* ther into the Copſe, and then turning 
* back, he ſtood till about a Lug and a 
* half from it, his Brother-in-Law ſtay- 
© ing behind at the Place where they firſt 
© laid down the Sword. Then God- 
* dard laying down the Sword upon the 
Ground, ſaw ſomething ſtand by the 
* Apparition like a maſtiff Dog of a 
* brown Colour. Then the Apparition 
© coming towards Goddard, he ſtept back 
* about two Steps. And the Apparition 
© ſaid to him, I bave à Permiſſion to you, 
and Commiſſion not to touch you ; and then 
© it took up the Sword, and went back 
* to the Place at which before it ſtood, 
* with a maſtiff Dog by it as before, and 
pointed 
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* pointed the Top of the Sword in the 
© Ground, and ſaid, In this Place liesbu. 
© ry'd the Body of bim which 1 murther'd in 
© the Tear 1635, which is now rotten and 
© turn'd to Duſt. Whereupon Goddard 
* ſaid, I do adjure you in the Name of the 
Father, Son, and Holy Gboſt, wherefore 
did you do this Murder? And it ſaid, ] 
4 took Money from the Man, and be contend. 
* ed with me, and ſo I murder d him. Then 
© Goddard askt him, who was Confede- 
rate with him in the ſaid Murder? Ard 
it ſaid, None but my ſelf. Then Goddard 
* ſaid, What would you have me do in this 
* Thing? And the Apparition ſaid, Ti: 
* & that the World may know that I mur- 
der d a Man, and bury'd bim in this Place 
in the Year 1635. 


* Then the Apparition laid down the 
© Sword on the bare Ground there, where- 
© on grew nothing, but ſeem'd to God- 
* dard to be as a Grave ſunk in. And 
© then the Apparition ruſhing further in- 
© tothe Copſe, vaniſh'd, and he ſaw it no 
more Whereupon Goddard and his 
Brother - in- La / Avon leaving the Sword 
© there, and coming away togsther, A- 
von told Goddard he heard his Your, 
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- and underſtood what he ſaid, and heard 
in other Words diſtin& from his, but 
nd Þ could not underſtand a Word of it, nor 
1 ſaw any Apparition at all. Which he 
the . now alſo preſent affirmeth, and all which 
ore I the ſaid Goddard then atteſted under 
IF his Hand, and affirm'd he will depoſe 
4. the ſame when he ſhall be thereto re- 
en F quir'd, ? | 


vent, and atteſted before Dr. Sa- 
heverell's Father, who, though a ve- 
ry Low Churchman, and Son of Mr. 
Sacheverell, a Paritan Miniſter of 
Wincaunton in Somerſetſhire, was an 
honeſt modeſt Man, and one whoſe 


Word was much more to be rely'd 


upon, than ſome Men's Oaths of 
Abjuration, &c, I have leſt the Story 
in the plain Miliſbire Style as I found 


it, but not with an Intention that 


any 


© | This being a moſt ſurprizing E- | 


} 
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any one ne of our — Comick Ports 
ſhould make uſe of it as an Inci- 


dent in any future Comedy. 


